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 An arrest was made Monday after 
the USU bookstore notified police that 
dozens of brand new textbooks totaling 
upwards of $7,000 were recently discov-
ered missing, said Sgt. Jessica Elder of 
the USU Police Department.
 Elder said the individual arrested is 
Logan resident Landon Putnam, 24, a 
USU graduate and employee of the cam-
pus admissions office.
 “He was pretty quiet,” said arresting 
officer Sutton Hanzalik. “He struggled 
on being honest at first, because he’s 
never been in that position. He doesn’t 
have a criminal record.”
 Elder said the books were taken 
throughout the course of the current 
academic year piece by piece. The red 
flag went up for employees, she said, 
when they began to see multiple, high-
price titles coming back within a short 
time frame.
 An individual is required to show a 
school ID whenever they return books, 
she said. There are multiple satellite 
locations in the area that buy back text-
books, and they all keep track of which 
books are returned.  
 “Through our physical inventory 
process and review of our buyback 
information,” said USU Bookstore 
Director David Parkinson, “we discov-
ered some anomalies that were tied to 
Mr. Putnam.”
 He said that allegedly there were a 
lot of buyback transactions with his 
name on them, which prompted him to 
give the transaction information, book 
titles and dollar amounts to USU police.
 “Basically this guy went into the 
bookstore several times over the school 
year,” Elder said, “and was taking 
one or two books at a time. We’ve got 
roughly 44 books that have been stolen. 
In a five-day period, 40 books were sold 
back.”
 After the arrest, Hanzalik said he 
interviewed Putnam, who said money 
was tight for he and his family, and he 
recently had a baby girl.
 Allegedly, Putnam started taking 
books because he could not afford them 
as a student, Hanzalik said. In many 
cases, he said, after people start steal-
ing it becomes hard for them to stop.
 “He felt guilty, is what his statement 
was,” Hanzalik said. “The bottom line 
is would he have ever came to us and 
said, ‘Hey I made a bad choice, I’m here 
to confess’? No, we had to take the ini-
tiative to speak with him.”
 
 




-See BOOKS, page 3
HPER pools are closed 
until Monday for safety
 The swimming pools in the Health 
Physical Education and Recreation 
(HPER) building were closed on 
Thursday due to possible health con-
cerns. The pool is scheduled to reopen 
on Monday after the safety of the water 
can be assured, said Assistant Director 
of Campus Recreation Scott Wamsley.
 Wamsley said one of the lifeguards 
working at the HPER pools who was 
feeling ill consulted a doctor and may 
have a cryptosporidium infection. 
Cryptosporidium is a microscopic para-
site that may be transmitted through 
water infected by human or animal fecal 
matter and is resistant to chlorination, 
making it a significant health concern 
for public swimming pools.
 The HPER pools will be closed over 
the weekend and chlorine levels will be 
increased to ensure any possible con-
tamination is removed, Wamsley said.
 “We don’t know where it was picked 
up, it could have been picked up from 
another pool, who knows? We just want 
to make sure that our pool is safe and 
ready to go,” Wamsley said.
 All classes and programs scheduled 
from Thursday until Monday at the 
HPER pools have been canceled due to 
the closure. Particularly affected by the 
closure was the USU club swim team, 
which will miss three practices before THE HPER POOLS WILL be closed until Monday because of a safety concern. A lifeguard became sick and doc-
tors said it is from a parasite that is found in infected water. Campus recreation said they are not sure their pools are 
where the parasite came from, but just to be sure they will chlorinate the pool over the weekend. BENJAMIN WOOD 
photo
School loans become number-one debt source
 Student loans have leapfrogged credit cards to become the 
number one source of debt for Americans. Total outstanding 
loan debt is expected to pass $1 trillion this year.
 The fast growing debt means students will be paying off 
larger sums of money for longer periods of time. Some experts 
predict that current graduates will still be paying off loans when 
their children are going to college.
 “My biggest concern is that when students graduate they are 
excited because they are going to be making a better income, 
but it’s not always happening,” said Alena Johnson, who teaches 
the family finance class here on campus. “That’s the basis that 
students get loans on, but sometimes they don’t get the jobs that 
they want, and sometimes they don’t get jobs at all.”
 Johnson said climbing student debts can make it difficult 
for graduates to purchase necessities that they have been hold-
ing off on such as a new apartment or car. While students don’t 
necessarily need to be more concerned about student loans than 
credit card debt, she said, it is something that needs to be con-
sidered.
 “Student loans come with power that other loans don’t have,” 
Johnson said. “They are backed by the government so they will 
seize tax refunds, and you can’t get other student loans. There 
are just more consequences with student loans than other 
loans.”
 The reasons as to why student loans have outpaced credit 
card debt have been a matter of national speculation. Johnson’s 
best guess is that it all goes back to the current state of the econ-
omy.
 “When the economy is down people tend to reduce their 
debt,” she said. “People probably started paying off credit card 
debts more, but people also tend to go back to school.” Johnson 
also said she wouldn’t be surprised if this is just a temporary 
trend that reverts once the economy has recovered.
 Kristilyn Jensen, a senior majoring in family finance who 
teaches in Brigham City, said students need to start looking at 
how they can manage their debt now.
  “An employer can pull your credit report and see that debt 
load,” she said. “It won’t directly affect getting a job, but when 
students have that debt and are not paying it off an employer 
TOTAL LOAN DEBT WILL PASS $1 trillion this year making it the number one issue for Americans, passing up credit cards. Family finance professor Alena Johnson said her concern is students get loans 
because they think they will get higher paying jobs right after graduation but that isn’t always the case. KYLE PETT photo
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Syrian activists vow to 
stage large protests
 BEIRUT (AP) – Ahead of what 
could turn out to be a decisive day 
for Syria, protesters took credit 
Thursday for forcing President 
Bashar Assad to lift the country’s 
50-year state of emergency and 
brushed off his attempts to placate 
the monthlong uprising against his 
authoritarian regime.
 Activists said they were planning 
the biggest protests to date Friday 
against Assad, who inherited power 
from his late father 11 years ago but 
has failed to deliver on early prom-
ises of sweeping reform. The upris-
ing has posed the biggest challenge 




seen in CO mall fire 
  LITTLETON, Colo. (AP) 
– Authorities reviewed security video 
Thursday from a Colorado mall where 
the discovery of a pipe bomb and 
two propane tanks after a fire raised 
concerns about a possible link to the 
Columbine High School attack.
 The blaze coincided with the 12th 
anniversary of the deadly shooting 
two miles away.
 “We’re concerned about the date, 
the time, things of that nature, but we 
don’t have anything solid that would 
indicate any link at all other than, 
certainly, circumstances,” Jefferson 
County Sheriff Ted Mink said.
 No arrests have been made, but 
dozens of law enforcement agents 
were scouring the video and follow-
ing other leads to identify a man seen 
entering the mall through a side door 
not normally used by the public.
The policy of The Utah Statesman is 
to correct any error made as soon as 
possible. If you find something you 
would like clarified or find unfair, 





Top 10 Signs Your Baseball Team 
Isn’t Ready For The Season–
Friday, April 2, 2010
10. Your spring training begins in 
June.
9. Only thing they tested positive for 
was cheese fries.
8. Outfielders following Justin Bieber 
on tour.
7. Manager spends hour after hour 
practicing free throws.
6. You get winded standing for the 
National Anthem.
5. When writers compare clean-up 
hitter to Ruth, they mean Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg.
4. Instead of giving signs, third base 
coach screams, “Bunt, you fat bas-
tard!”
3. Tomorrow whole team scheduled 
to undergo Tommy John surgery.
2. General manger used payroll try-
ing to build a hot tub time machine.
1. Your star pitcher defected to Cuba. 
No sign of miner days after cave-in 
 RENO, Nev. (AP) – President Barack Obama 
said Thursday that the Justice Department will 
try to “root out” cases of fraud or manipulation in 
oil markets, even as Attorney General Eric Holder 
suggested a variety of legal reasons may be behind 
gasoline’s surge to $4 a gallon.
 “We are going to make sure that no one is tak-
ing advantage of the American people for their own 
short-term gain,” Obama said at a town-hall style 
meeting at a renewable energy plant in Reno.
 The national average price for a gallon of regu-
lar gasoline was $3.84 on Thursday, about 30 
cents higher than a month ago and almost a dollar 
higher than a year ago.
 Obama, decrying such levels as yet another 
hardship “at a time when things were already pret-
ty tough,” said Holder was forming the Financial 
Fraud Enforcement Working Group.
 The task force will focus some of its investiga-
tion on “the role of traders and speculators” in the 
oil-price surge Obama said. The group will include 
several Cabinet department officials, federal regu-
lators and the National Association of Attorneys 
General.
 In Washington, Holder said he would press 
ahead with the investigation, even though he did 
not cite any current evidence of intentional manip-
ulation of oil and gas prices or fraud.
 “Based upon our work and research to date, it is 
evident that there are regional differences in gaso-
line prices, as well as differences in the statutory 
and other legal tools at the government’s disposal,” 
Holder said in a memo accompanying a statement 
announcing the task force. “It is also clear that 
there are lawful reasons for increases in gas prices, 
given supply and demand.”
 “Nonetheless, where consumers are harmed by 
unlawful conduct that has the effect of increasing 
gas prices, state and federal authorities will take 
swift action,” Holder said.
 He promised to “be vigilant in monitoring the 
oil and gas markets for any wrongdoing so that 
consumers can be confident they are not paying 
higher prices as a result of illegal activity.”
 There’s not much Obama can do to affect the 
price of gasoline in short term, something he 
acknowledged in his remarks. Gas prices have 
risen steadily as a result of tensions in the Middle 
East and northern Africa and rising demand from 
China and other emerging economies.
 SPOKANE, Wash. (AP) – The rescue 
effort for a silver miner trapped a mile 
underground entered its seventh day 
on Thursday, with still no sign of Larry 
Marek.
 Friends expressed confidence that 
Marek, 53, could still be alive deep 
in the dark, wet bowels of the Lucky 
Friday Mine. Officials for Hecla Mining 
Co. also pushed forward with fevered 
efforts to drill through solid rock 
toward where they believe Marek is 
located after a cave-in sealed him more 
than 6,100-feet down in the mine.
 “We are 100 percent still focused on 
rescue efforts,” said Melanie Hennessey, 
a spokeswoman for the company, which 
is based in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho.
 “This is a strong individual that has 
experience,” Hennessey said. “We’ve 
seen people that have survived for long 
periods of time in such situations.”
 Marek has been trapped with little 
food and water, likely in the dark, in 
temperatures well over a 100 degrees, 
since Friday afternoon. He may have 
been injured when the ceiling in his 
work area collapsed. A tiny camera 
that has been searching an open area 
behind the cave-in since Tuesday has 
found no sign of Marek.
 There is no firm standard for 
determining how long the rescue 
effort will continue, said Kevin Hirsch, 
the assistant western district man-
ager for the Mine Safety and Health 
Administration, who is on the scene. 
 At a prayer gathering for Marek 
on Wednesday evening, friend Julie 
Trumble recalled the 1972 Sunshine 
Mine fire a few miles from the Lucky 
Friday that killed 91 miners. Two min-
ers were found alive after spending 
eight days underground.
 “And I keep thinking of the Chilean 
miners,” Trumble said during the gath-
ering, according to KREM-TV.
 Rescue workers are drilling and 
blasting their way through 220 feet 
of solid rock in an effort to reach 
Marek’s last known location. They had 
advanced 90 feet as of late Thursday 
morning, leaving about 130 feet to go, 
the MSHA said. They are making plans 
to drill a 182-foot tunnel as a backup.
 They also drilled two small holes 
into a clear area behind the cave-in, 
which is known as a void. That allowed 
air and water to be pumped into the 
void, and also the tiny camera to search 
for signs of Marek.
 It was unclear if Marek, a 12-year 
Hecla employee, had communications 
equipment at the time of the accident, 
said Hecla spokeswoman Stefany Bales. 
He likely carried water, his lunch pail 
and protective equipment. He might 
also have air and water through the 
hoses attached to his hydraulic drill, 
longtime miners said this week.
 Marek and his brother, Mike, had 
just finished watering down blasted-out 
rock and ore in an area called Stope 
15, which has been mined for 14 years, 
Hecla said. That’s when the ceiling col-
lapsed about 75 feet from the end of the 
6,150-foot deep tunnel, the company 
said. Mike Marek, who was working at 
the opposite end of the collapse from 
his brother, escaped unharmed.
JOSH EASLEY AND DAVE MARTIN WORK inside the Lucky Friday 
mine in Mullan, Idaho. The roof of the tunnel collapsed, trapping Larry Marek. 
His condition is unknown and no contact has occured. A remote-control digger 
arrived, April 18, but progress may be slowed by boulder-sized rocks and time-con-
suming work to shore up tunnels from further collapse. AP file photo
Task force to examine high gas prices
 CONCORD, N.H. (AP) – Highlighting his back-
ground as both a governor and outdoor adventurer, 
former New Mexico Gov. Gary Johnson announced 
his presidential campaign outside the New 
Hampshire Statehouse on Thursday before heading 
for a mountain known as the birthplace of extreme 
skiing.
 “I have to do, and want to do, really well in New 
Hampshire,” he said.  
 On a smaller scale, Johnson got a glimpse taste 
of New Hampshire’s fickle spring weather Thursday 
when wind gusts threatened to topple a large cam-
paign sign behind him outside the Statehouse.  
 “This is the first time I get to say this: I am run-
ning for the president of the United States,” Johnson 
said to the applause and cheers of about a dozen 
supporters. “To do that, I think you have to have a 
certain resume, and I’d like to think I do have it.”
 Before serving as governor from 1995 to 2002, 
Johnson started a one-person fix-it business that 
grew to become one of the largest construction com-
panies in New Mexico, with 1,000 employees. He 
said he can fix what he called America’s bankrupt 
status by asking two simple questions: What are we 
spending our money on? And what are we getting 
in return?
 “Everything should be a cost-benefit analysis,” he 
said. “My entire life, I’ve watched government spend 
more money than it takes in, and I’ve just always 
though there would be a day of reckoning with 
regard to that spending. I think that day of reckon-
ing is here. It’s right now, and it needs to be fixed.”
 Johnson mentioned President Barack Obama just 
once, saying he supports repealing Obama’s health 
care overhaul legislation. But he also criticized 
Republicans, saying they also are to blame for out-
of-control spending.
 
FORMER NEW MEXICO GOV. GARY 
JOHNSON ANNOUNCES his plans to seek the 
Republican nomination for president in front of the 
Statehouse Thursday, in Concord, N.H. He says he can 
fix the nation by asking two questions: What are we 
spending our money on? And what are we getting in 
return? AP photo
Presidential bid made by 
NM former gov. Johnson
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Acoustic artist to 
play at bakery
 The Bridger Folk Music Society 
presents a concert with acoustic 
singer/songwriter, blues guitar 
slinger and rock and roll raconteur 
Dana Hubbard on Saturday April 
23, 2011, at 7:30 pm at Crumb 
Brothers Bakery, 291 S. 300 W. in 
Logan. Tickets are $13 and are avail-
able at the door or by calling (435) 
757-3468. Seating is very limited, so 
advance purchase is recommended. 
The concert is sponsored by Import 
Auto and Utah Public Radio.       
 Both a singer/songwriter and an 
acoustic blues artist, Dana Hubbard 
deftly combines the two genres with 
a warm and engaging personality on 
stage, singing, telling stories, and 
playing both guitar and harmonica 
at an impressive level. In 2009 he 
was selected as a finalist in four 
national songwriter showcase com-
petitions and two national acoustic 
blues competitions in which he 
garnered two first place wins. He 
performed as a song competition 
finalist at Wildf lower Festival in 
Texas, Mountain Music Festival in 
Utah and Tucson Folk Festival in 
Arizona, and was a finalist select at 
the West Virginia Appalachian Blues 
Competition.  His CD, The Grounds 
Keepers, was included in the “Best 
of 2008” new releases list on 90FM 
WWSP’s Acoustic Revival show. 
 On his latest CD “The Grounds 
Keepers” each track is a single guitar 
performance with no overdubs, no 
re-makes. What you hear is a singer/
songwriter front and center, address-
ing issues of environmentalism and 
social injustice in a voice that some-
times growls, sometimes he lilts or 
laughs, but he’s always got a little 
twinkle in his eye. He has a social 
activist soul with a bluesman’s grin.
 Called “...a cross between Bruce 
Cockburn and Jorma Kaukonen” and 
noted for being a “terrific live per-
former,” Dana is “worth hearing just 
for the guitar playing, and his vocals 
are a bonus.”
 Utah State University Recycling 
celebrates Earth Day by sponsor-
ing an E-Waste Recycle Event on 
Friday, April 22, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
at the USU Romney Stadium and 
at the Day on the Quad. Students 
can bring their old electronics to be 
recycled for free.
 In 2005 the EPA estimated that 3 
billion pounds of computers, moni-
tors, VCRs, TVs, and other equip-
ment were thrown away. E-Waste is 
one of the fastest growing portions 
of our trash today and totals 70 per-
cent of overall toxic waste.
 Lisa Tobias, USU Recycling 
Education Coordinator, said she 




 Biographies of two key figures 
in Mormon history are the win-
ners of this year’s Evans Biography 
and Handcart Awards. Utah 
State University’s Mountain West 
Center for Regional Studies coor-
dinates activities and presents the 
awards every two years.
 “Liberty to the Downtrodden: 
Thomas L. Kane, Romantic 
Reformer” by Matthew J. Grow 
is the Evans Biography Award 
winner. The book was published 
by Yale University Press in 2009 
and deals with the life of the most 
prominent non-Mormon defender 
of Mormonism in the nineteenth 
century.
 The Evans Handcart Award 
goes to Ronald G. Watt for his 
“The Mormon Passage of George 
D. Watt: First British Convert, 
Scribe for Zion.” Published in 
2009 by Utah State University 
Press, the book tells the story of 
a man who joined the Mormon 
church, became a member of its 
most elite circles and eventually 
left the church.
 Seven distinguished reviewers 
selected the books from a field 
of 22 nominees, all published in 
2009 and 2010.
E-waste event held 
for electronics
 The amount of money that Elder 
said was profited from the resale of 
the textbooks is set at $3,117. When 
combined with the cost of the books 
taken, the total is almost $10,000, 
which makes it a second degree felony 
theft.
 “The biggest sufferer here is the 
bookstore,” Elder said. “These books 
were stolen brand new, in shrink 
wrap. They’ll never be able to sell 
those new now, so they lose all that 
money now on the books. It’s a big hit 
for the bookstore.”
 She said if convicted, Putnam 
would face the second degree charge 
for taking the books and also be 
charged with third degree felony theft 
by deception for trying to sell the 
books back.
 “He came down (Tuesday), and 
he knew I was going to book him,” 
Hanzalik said. “He and his wife are 
going to work through it. We all make 
choices. He’s not a bad kid, he just 
made a very bad choice.”
 The issue that makes a crime like 
this worse, Hanzalik said, is that it is 
an accumulation of repeated offenses, 
rather than a one-time thing in which 
the perpetrator immediately sees the 
error of his ways. During questioning, 
Hanzalik said Putnam was coopera-
tive.
 “It could be a great learning expe-
rience,” Hanzalik said. “I can’t say I 
haven’t made mistakes as a kid.”
 Hanzalik also said there was a 
trust violation and he will have to 
notify Putnam’s employer, the admis-
sions office, of what happened.
 The bookstore has sustained book 
theft in the past but nothing on a 
scale this large, Elder said. In the 
past, she said the highest number of 
books taken was about 10.
 Parkinson said the bookstore 
relies on video surveillance and 
aggressive customer service as its loss 
prevention strategy. This semester the 
bookstore did not require students to 
remove their backpacks before enter-
ing the store.
 “We felt that asking people to 
leave their belongings outside of the 
store was basically and implication of 
a lack of trust,” Parkinson said. “That 
just means we have to step it up with 
our in-store activities.”
 The bookstore will not go back to 
a no-backpack policy, Parkinson said, 
especially during the high-flow times. 
It is during these times, he said, that 
the bookstore would take on the 
highest liability since so many people 
would have their belongings outside, 
unattended.
 Elder said she would like to see 
the Bookstore reinstate the policy to 
ensure things like this don’t happen 
in the future.
 “I can’t even believe in my mind 
that nobody saw this guy, that many 
times, put a book in his backpack,” 
Elder said. “I think people are real 
complacent and they just don’t care 
sometimes.”
 Putnam was booked and held at 
Cache County Jail until his initial 
appearance in court on Thursday 
afternoon. First district court clerk 
Toni Little said Putnam was granted 
a continuance; his next court appear-
ance is scheduled for Tuesday, April 
26, at 9 a.m. She said he was granted 
a public defender and then released 
on his own recognizance. 
– dan.whitney.smith@aggiemail.usu.
edu
Books: Stolen books resold for a $3,117 profit
      -continued from page 1
THE USU BOOKSTORE HAS sustained theft before, but nothing on the 
scale of this case. The highest number of books taken, before this incident, was 
10. Landon Putnam has been accused of taking 44 textbooks. BENJAMIN WOOD 
photo
Wellness center promotes drug awareness
THE USU WELLNESS CENTER HOSTED an open panel discussion about marijuana use. The panelists said while marijuana use is a problem in Logan, there are 
other drug issues as well. The center held a Hookah Bar at the TSC Patio from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. on Wednesday. BRECK BYiNGTON photo
 Observing the annual April 20 – “420” – tradi-
tion of the pro-marijuana subculture, USU preven-
tion specialist Ryan Barfuss and Adam Black, presi-
dent of Students for Sensible Drug Policy (SSDP) 
at USU, organized an open panel discussion about 
marijuana in the TSC auditorium Wednesday after-
noon.
 “We wanted to get away from advocating drug 
use and (focus) more toward reducing the harm,” 
Black said. “My hopes were, raise awareness and let 
students ask some professionals what they thought 
about it.”
 The panel consisted of local defense attorney 
Diane Pitcher, Bear River Mental Health sub-
stance abuse therapist Heidi Orosco, Student 
Health Center director Jim Davis, and Cache/Rich 
drug task force officers Bill Barber and Anthony 
Williams. Barfuss moderated the discussion 
between panel members and the audience.
 Barfuss, from the USU Wellness Center, said he 
wanted to make clear the point, which was not to 
debate the criminal nature of marijuana but to talk 
about consequences and benefits of marijuana use 
in Cache Valley. He said he didn’t think the discus-
sion would, after all, lead to decriminalization of 
the drug in Utah any time soon.
 “The process we’re doing now is what it is now, 
okay?” Barfuss said. “What’s affecting the students 
here at Utah State? We could debate the legal issue 
all day long.”
 Pitcher said she feels like prosecutors are dis-
tracted by the overwhelming amount of marijuana 
cases she sees in Utah and Idaho courts and not 
enough attention is given to other illicit substances.
 “I personally would like to see more task-forcing 
against crimes against people, especially sexual 
offenses,” Pitcher said.
 Marijuana overburdens the legal system and the 
current laws are not working the way they are sup-
posed to, she said.
 “I was a mental health therapist; I worked detox 
for many years,” Pitcher said. “I’ve seen the effects 
that heroin and methamphetamine have on people. 
It does not in any way parallel what pot does. 
I’m not saying pot’s a good thing, but it certainly 
doesn’t have the effects in people’s lives that other 
drugs have.”
 Marijuana is a statistically provable gateway 
drug, Davis said, that still belongs in the same cat-
egory as the other illegal drugs.
 The reason the current laws 
regarding marijuana do not 
work, he said, is due to selec-
tive enforcement – certain 
law enforcement personnel 
in jurisdictions throughout 
America look the other way 
and the result is inconsisten-
cies in the effectiveness of 
the law. Davis said he firmly 
believes effective law enforce-
ment deters crime.
 “Certainly personal selec-
tion and personal choice 
doesn’t deter it,” Davis said, 
“as evidenced in California 
where it’s been somewhat 
decriminalized on a state level. 
It’s increased the use and increased the problems in 
society rather than decreasing it.”
 Orosco said she also believes drug counseling 
is an effective way to address the use of marijuana. 
Not everyone who gets caught with marijuana and 
comes to counseling has an attitude that they don’t 
want to change, she said.
 It is better to spend money on education and 
therapy, Williams said, rather than just fines that 
go to a general state fund. He said this in response 
to an audience member’s suggestion that court-
mandated therapy is ineffective and should be 
replaced by more punitive fines.
 “I firmly believe that the number of psycholo-
gists that it takes to change a light bulb is one, as 
long as the light bulb wants to change,” Davis said. 
“So I couldn’t agree with you more that mandating 
therapy is, probably, not effective.”
 Davis said that among the adverse effects of pro-
longed marijuana use are slight physical and some-
times strong psychological addictions. Smoking 
marijuana also causes respiratory ailments such as 
bronchitis and possibly even lung cancer, he said.
 The most common drug seen by law enforce-
ment in Cache Valley is marijuana, Barber said, 
but the drugs that pose the big-
gest problem to society here are 
methamphetamine and heroin. 
Marijuana is a problem, but he 
said he believes there are far 
worse drugs.
 “Overall, the most abused drug, 
I think can be proven, is alco-
hol,” Williams said. “Me person-
ally, I’ve probably seen more 
cases involving alcohol but that 
doesn’t mean marijuana doesn’t 
have its place as well. If I were to 
say the worse drug in the valley, I 
would say meth.”
 Williams said when he took an 
oath as an officer in the state 
of Utah, he promised he would 
uphold the law, so it doesn’t matter what his per-
sonal opinion is about whether or not marijuana 
should be illegal.
 Many audience members vociferously supported 
the decriminalization of marijuana at the panel 
discussion.
 “It’s a complex problem, but that’s not to say it 
shouldn’t be legalized,” said USU student Dallen 
Hansen. “I think part of the answer is not to say 
it doesn’t have harmful side effects. Get past the 
point of saying it’s harmless and address the real 




“I’ve probably seen 
more cases involv-
ing alcohol but that 
doesn’t mean mari-
juana doesn’t have 
it’s place. If I were to 
say the worse drug in 
the valley, I would say 
meth.”
– Anthony WIlliams
Cache/Rich drug task force
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can see that and will think they can’t manage 
their money.”
 Jensen emphasized a need for students to go 
back to the basics of having a budget, and then 
looking at income and expenses then deciding 
what are needs and what are wants.
  “Students need to look at the overall pic-
ture and think what kind of job they will get 
and how they will pay back 
this debt,” she said. “If I’m 
going to be an elementary 
school teacher, I don’t want 
to graduate with $80,000 
worth of debt.”
 Johnson agreed, saying 
students need to think more 
about paying back loans 
than qualifying for them. 
Rather than asking whether 
or not they qualify for loans, 
she said students need to be 
asking whether or not they 
can pay them back.
 Steve Sharp, director of USU’s financial aid 
department, said that USU students tend to 
do well compared to their peers nationwide. 
Students who do take out loans graduate with 
an average debt of $15,200, well below the 
national average of over $23,000. While USU 
may be doing better than the national average, 
Sharp said that finances are still a real concern 
for many students.
 “Only 46 percent of USU students graduate 
with debt; but that number increases every 
year,” Sharp said. “Forty percent (of USU stu-
dents) report difficulty meeting expenses. Over 
80 percent of aid recipients work; half of those 
work more than 20 hours per week.”
 One of the concerns with rising student 
debts is that it may increase 
university drop out rates. 
Sharp said that while financ-
es can certainly be a factor, 
there hasn’t been a very tight 
correlation between the two.
 “Students who drop out com-
monly report that finances 
were the reason,” he said. 
“But when you look more 
closely, there are usually 
other factors that may be 
more significant, like poor 
academic performance, abili-
ty to ‘find an academic home’ 
or otherwise adjust to college life.”
 For students that want help managing their 
budget and reducing debt, the Family Life 
Center holds workshops and counseling that 
are open to the community. The program can 
be reached at 797-7224.
– mike.burnham@gmail.com
Loan: More than 40 percent of students 
report difficulty with  paying expenses
      -continued from page 1
“Only 46 percent of 
USU students gradu-
ate with debt; but 
that number increases 
every year.”
– Steve Sharp
Director of USU financial aid 
department
Pool: Kayak roll sessions cancelled
      -continued from page 1
its members leave for a national competition 
on Wednesday.
 “We’re at a critical point in our workout 
sessions. It was inconvenient timing. It’s 
about the worst it could have been,” said JP 
Parrish, Campus Recreation events coordina-
tor and swim team coach. Parrish said that 
while the team is frustrated, it agrees with the 
closure.
 “It would be bad for us to get sick and 
carry it around and spread it to a national 
swim meet,” Parrish said.
 A swimming clinic the team was plan-
ning for Thursday night was also canceled. 
The clinic was to be the fourth and final in a 
series of fundraising clinics planned to help 
cover the costs of the swim team going to the 
U.S. Masters Swimming Short Course Yards 
national championships in Mesa, Ariz.
 “We were hoping for this to be one of our 
larger nights. It will impact us a little bit, but 
we’re going to have to just make do and forgo 
a few of the niceties of the trip,” Parrish said.
 Other canceled events included open swim 
and lap swim sessions, university swimming 
classes, sessions of the wellness water aero-
bic programs for USU faculty members and 
Junior Aggie swim and dive team practices.
 “I understand it’s frustrating for people, 
but our main concern with students, faculty 
and staff is that they be safe in anything that 
they do, whether it’s in our pool, or our play 
fields or our gyms or whatever,” Wamsley 
said.
 The Outdoor Recreation Program (ORP) 
was unable to hold a kayak roll session 
scheduled for Thursday night because of the 
closure. Roll sessions, usually held weekly on 
Thursday nights, are for students and com-
munity members who want to learn and prac-
tice whitewater kayaking techniques. ORP 
Coordinator Brian Shirley said he understood 
the rationale behind the decision to close the 
pool. Students wishing to rent whitewater 
kayaks from the ORP may actually benefit 
from the closure, because the ORP will have 
time to inspect and prepare the rental kayaks 
for student use by Saturday, Shirley said. 
– steve.kent@aggiemail.usu.edu
 Predicting floods that plague Cache Valley may 
be a little easier now, thanks to something Bruce 
Bugbee calls a piece of art.
 The official ribbon cutting for USU’s 
Environmental Observatory will take place Friday, 
April 22 at 1 p.m. The observatory, which sits on 
a small patch of grass between the Agricultural 
Science Building and the Taggart Student Center, 
is a 13-foot-tall solar powered environmental 
monitoring system that has sensors to track more 
than 17 weather-related conditions including wind 
speed, atmospheric visibility, temperature and 
ground moisture.
 Bugbee, the faculty coordinator for the project, 
said the station is a technological centerpiece on 
campus. His hope is that eventually, the national 
weather service will use data from the Observatory.
 “There is a parallel evolution, a revolution, real-
ly, in our ability to measure the environment,” he 
said. “We’ve been doing this for a thousand years, 
now we have computers to do it. In one sense you 
think this is kind of sad because you put all of these 
observers out of business, but it means we have 
better data. “
 Jay Monson, a member of Logan City Council 
who will speak at the ribbon cutting, has been 
pushing the university to install an observatory for 
years. Monson, who spent 35 years as a USU pro-
fessor, said people in Logan are often misled when 
they look at their temperature gages. The National 
Weather Service gathers data from an observation 
station at the Logan-Cache airport, an area that is 
statistically colder than campus. Retrieving infor-
mation from sensors that are more accurate and 
central to campus will serve Logan as a whole, he 
said.  
 One of the biggest challenges in completing the 
project was starting it in the first place, Bugbee 
said. In order to acquire permits to start building, 
the team had to meet with a facilities council and 
decide on a design that would be appealing to the 
eye while making sure the observatory met certain 
criteria.
 “Weather stations are usually a tangled mess 
of wires. They look like a bad day in a spaghetti 
factory. They work, but they don’t look very nice,” 
Bugbee said. “Not only did we not want people 
tripping on wires, but we wanted this to look like a 
sculpture. We worked very hard to make it elegant. 
You can imagine a bunch of geeky scientists trying 
to create a piece of art.”
 The area the station is built in sits on a perched 
water table, which was a former parking lot. 
Because of this, the team has spent the last week 
trying to drill down past the mud and drain the 
water.
 The station is valued at around $50,000, but 
nearly all of the parts were donated, said Bugbee. 
One of the largest contributors to the project is 
Campbell Scientific, a data acquisition  company 
with headquarters in Logan.
 In addition to the National Weather Service, 
students will have access to data weather for 
classroom use. Where before, a student in an envi-
ronmental science class would have had to travel 
10 miles to the nearest station, the location of the 
observatory will make it more accessible. Chris 
Parry, a graduate candidate who has helped build 
the station from scratch, said it is already opening 
up new educational opportunities.
 “This helps me a lot in understanding the appli-
cations of the sensors,” he said. “It’s real-world work 
you’re doing here.”
 This may be the most accurate environmental 
observatory on campus, but it is not the first.The 
original weather observatory, which sits behind 
the nutrition science building, has been function-
ing since 1893. Even with the new station, the old 
one will continue to collect data, said Bugbee.The 
scientists who have used data from the old observa-
tory for years want a large spread of data from one 
source so they can better understand the Cache 
Valley environment.
 Other things will come and go, but weather is 
universal, Monson said.
 “Everyone is into the weather,” he said. “No 
matter where you go in the world, day in and day 
out, the weather is the most discussed item. It’s a 
big thing, an important thing.”
– allee.evensen@aggiemail.usu.edu
THE NEW ENVIRONMENTAL OBSERVATORY WILL aid students and national weather 
scientists in studying weather conditions. The observatory is located south of the University Inn and 
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THE BASEMENT OF THE BOOK TABLE is filled with instruments from the classes offered 
at the Book Table School of Music. The school offers music students the opportunity to teach and lets 
community members in on affordable music training. MEGAN BAINUM photo
Local business brings 
music to the masses
 Almost overgrown by stacks of children’s 
books and puzzles, the set of stairs lead-
ing to basement of the Book Table is easy 
to miss. Those who venture down find 
something different than the jubilant feel 
of the book store. A set of leather couches 
sit surrounded by hundreds of guitars. Led 
Zepplin provides the background music, 
while students shuff le in and out of practice 
rooms, lugging instruments behind them.
 DeAnn Johnson has been preaching the 
power of music for more than 30 years. 
Having dabbled in everything from drama 
to choir to band, she knows her way around 
a music store. Currently, she’s a guitar and 
piano teacher at the Book Table’s School of 
Music.
 “I teach to the student, not to the sub-
ject,” she said. “I teach 32 different ways. 
You teach not because you love kids, but 
because you love the learning process. You 
love the idea of working with a concept and 
then them finally getting it. For some stu-
dents it may take 10 or 12 lessons, for others 
it may take six months.”
 Students at the School of Music vary 
almost as much as the guitars that hang 
on the walls. Johnson teaches students as 
young as five and as old as 60, from special 
needs backgrounds and from foreign coun-
tries.
 “I have a student who’s f ive from India. 
He can barely reach around but his parents 
want him to learn music,” she said. “It’s uni-
versal, that’s what’s so awesome. You have a 
variety here.”
 The Music School f irst opened it’s doors 
in July 2009. After gutting the basement of 
the bookstore, an area previously used for 
storage, music store manager Jason Kemton 
worked with his contractors and his boss 
to line the perimeter of the basement with 
13 practice rooms, including a guitar and 
sound check room.
 Kempton, a guitar education major at 
USU, said they designed the room to be a 
central location for families with more than 
one student. That way, parents could relax 
and read a magazine while their child is in a 
lesson.
 The choice to put a music conservatory 
below was a natural one, said music man-
ager Lauren Shanley. Even before the School 
of Music was open, the Book Table had one 
of the largest collections of sheet music in 
the valley.
 “This is the place that people come to 
for their music supplies,” Shanley said. “ I 
have people coming from Preston, Idaho, 
from Tremonton, from Bear Lake and from 
Brigham city. This is where they come for 
all of their music rentals, their books, their 
repairs, everything. It was a natural addi-
tion onto to the music department.”
 Shanley, who also works as part of 
the adjunct vocal faculty for USU’s music 
department, taught music in three different 
states before ending up at the Book Table.  
The hardest part of being a music teacher is 
establishing yourself, she said. Because local 
music teachers, including university stu-
dents, can contract through the Book Table, 
the store has the unique ability to connect 
students with a teacher that f its their needs.
 “From a student perspective, it’s really 
By ALEXANDRIA EVENSEN
staff writer
-See MELODY, page 7
Radio festival pushes the limits
 Saturday night, students, community members and bands will 
gather in the amphitheater on Old Main hill to bond over music and 
a good time, said Jordan Allred, a USU senior and station manager for 
Aggie Radio.  
 The music festival is being hosted by Aggie Radio and is the first 
since the band Love You Long Time came to USU two years ago, he 
said.
 “We’re learning that none of us have really done anything like this 
before,” Allred said.
 The idea for a music festival came from Anike Pullens, USU student 
and a movie reviewer for The Statesman, who said she likes the genre of 
music that will be showcased and wanted to share it.
 “The music will have that indie, alternative rock kind of feel,” 
By APRIL ASHLAND
staff writer
LOCAL BAND, THE TOY BOMBS, is headlining the Logan City Limits music festival, the first music festival of its kind from Aggie 
Radio. Jordan Allred, station manager for Aggie Radio, said the festival will hopefully help students, community members and bands to bond 
over music and a good time. photo courtesy JORDAN ALLRED
-See RADIO, page 7
 Logan City Limits Music          
Festival Line-up:
 • Water and Walls
 • Buffalo
 • Chasing Kings
 • Karlie McKinnon
 • A Sometimes Army
 • Marny Proudfit
 • The Neighbors
 • Libbie Linton
 • Toy Bombs
 – The music starts at 4   
 p.m. and the festival is free  
 to students. 
 “We will never charge for   
 our events because we’re   
 here to do stuff for the   
 students.” – Jordan Allred
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 Here in the United States of America, walking 
into a grocery store one week after Valentine’s 
Day means one thing: brightly colored eggs, fake 
plastic grass, pastel colored baskets and candy, 
candy and more candy.
 Katie Parker, a junior majoring in nursing, 
is one who indulges in the traditional Easter 
celebration. Parker is from Ririe, Idaho, and said 
the day before Easter Sunday, her family dyes 
eggs and her parents will hide baskets full of 
goodies for the children to find in the morning 
before attending religious services. Parker said 
after church, her family hides plastic eggs full of 
money and has another little egg hunt followed 
by a nice dinner with her family.
 “For me, Easter is not only a good time to 
deepen my family ties, but it’s a time to deepen 
my love for my religion,” she said. “The eggs and 
stuff are fun, but that really isn’t the purpose for 
celebrating Easter.”
 Because of its Christian ties, this seems to 
be the case regarding celebrations of the Easter 
holiday throughout the world. Religious people 
will celebrate within their own churches, but 
non-religious individuals usually do not celebrate 
the holiday or indulge in common nuances such 
as the Easter Bunny and consuming candy and 
sweets.
 Matt Palmeira, sophomore majoring in busi-
ness administration, is from southern Brazil. 
Palmeira said Easter in Brazil revolves around 
seeing family and giving each other chocolate 
eggs that vary in size. The eggs are made entirely 
out of chocolate. He said children have baskets 
and follow a trail of random chocolates left by the 
Easter Bunny leading them to larger chocolates. 
 Palmeira said larger chocolates come filled 
with either more chocolate or a toy for children. 
Like the United States, children will also hunt 
for Easter eggs, but the difference is no money 
is included, just candy. Palmeira said after the 
hunt, his family would have a barbecue lunch. 
Another treat shared is a sweet cinnamon and 
sugar covered nut called Pacoca de amendoim.
 In Brazil, Palmeira said Palm Sunday is called 
Domingo de Aleluia (Hallelujah Sunday). He said 
preparations for Easter start 40 days before, right 
after Carnavale concludes. During this time, 
Palmeira said people will typically give up some-
thing they would consider themselves “addicted” 
to such as meat or candy. Palmeira said Easter in 
Brazil varies with how religious a person is; those 
who are devout Catholics will attend mass.
 “For me, Easter is an opportunity to be with 
my family to relax, hangout and eat lots of choco-
late,” said Palmeira, who will be spending Easter 
with his friends in Bountiful, Utah, this year.
 Future Utah State University stu-
dent Sebastian Arias came to Logan from 
Santiago,Chile. Arias said in Chile, Easter is more 
for children because they also hide chocolate eggs 
and hunt for them after church services. Arias 
said that his community would even make sure 
that poor children have gifts or eggs to hunt for 
on Easter.
 Arias said Easter in Chile is not really a huge 
tradition, but rather another opportunity to 
spend a lot of time with family, which in Chile 
matters most. Families will also usually gather 
and eat together, but on Easter, no meat is eaten, 
only seafood.
 “My favorite part is eating the seafood and 
spending time with my family,” Arias said.  
“Wherever we are, we try to go to my Grandma’s 
where we eat, talk and have a good time. 
Spending time with the family is the most impor-
tant thing.”
 Arias’ sister, Estefania Arias, said the biggest 
difference she has noticed in celebrating Easter, is 
the Americans’ focus on what occurred on Easter, 
the resurrection of Christ. She said in Chile, it is 
not as important.
 Europe’s traditions are even more 
similar to that of South America’s. Student 
Nathan Mensink, a senior in music from the 
Netherlands, said people do not really celebrate 
Easter because most people from the Netherlands 
are not religious at all. He said in the southern 
half, where most people are born Catholic, will 
go to mass on Easter and Christmas but mostly 
out of tradition. As for Mensinks’ family, they 
celebrate by having a nice breakfast together.
 Head across the border from the Netherlands 
to Germany, the place where Easter all began, 
according to www.holidays.net. Germany was the 
first place where a bunny and eggs were linked.
 Student Selina Hales, a senior studying pho-
tography, is from Ludwigshafen, Germany. She 
said Easter is celebrated over the entire weekend 
but mostly on Sunday. Hales said her family gets 
together to hunt for hard-boiled eggs they have 
dyed. Once their hunt is over, Hales said they 
share their eggs and baskets are given out that 
contain chocolate eggs and candy. Hales grand-
mother also serves a cake shaped like a lamb that 
she describes as “delicious and doughy.”
 As for her favorite activity, Hales said, “The 
Easter egg hunt, we all still do that sometimes 
even though we are adults.”
 Hales said. “Easter is similar to here, there are 
just small differences.”
 One difference is the Easter egg hunts some-
times take place in apartments for those who do 
not have a lawn. She also said she has seen some 
decorate with eggs hanging from a tree.
 “Now if we were talking about Christmas, that 
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Easter a world-wide celebration from America to Europe
By JESSICA SWEAT
senior features writer
MATT PALMEIRA, A SOPHOMORE IN business administration, said his home country of Brazil 
focuses on family around Easter and less on the candy. One of the common Brazilian Easter songs is 
“Coelhinho Bossa Nova,” or “the Laid-back Bunny,” where the Easter bunny doesn’t eat carrots, like the 
American version, but drinks Coca-cola. KYLE PETT photo
 “Coelhinho Bossa Nova”
 Eu sou coelhinho Bossa Nova
 Vou contar para vocês
 Prá cenoura não dou bola
 Eu só tomo Coca-Cola
 Coelhinho Bossa Nova
 É uma brasa, mora
 Chorar por uma cenourinha nha – nha
 Foi no tempo da vovó
 Prá cenoura não dou bola
 Eu só tomo Coca-Cola
 Coelhinho Bossa Nova
 É uma brasa, mora.
“The laid-back Bunny”
I’m the laid-back bunny
I’ll tell you all
I don’t care for carrots
I only drink coke
The laid-back bunny
It’s so easy, chill
Cry for a carrot
Was on the time of the grandma
I don’t care for carrots
I only drink coke
The laid-back bunny
It’s so easy, chill.
information provided by Matt Palmeira
Movie uses refreshingly new actors
SAOIRSE RONAN AND ERIC BANA team up in the coming-of-age action movie “Hanna.” Director Joe Wright implements new 
types of camera work to add intrigue to the already visually engaging movie. 
 “Hanna” was the perfect movie to end my 
reign as movie reviewer this semester. I could not 
be happier to review such a masterpiece.
 Saoirse Ronan from “Lovely Bones” and Eric 
Bana from “Time Traveler’s Wife” star in “Hanna,” 
a story of a young girl who is uniquely raised in 
the forests of Finland by her father. She is trained 
to hunt game with a bow and arrow, speak several 
languages and ultimately be the perfect assassin.
 At age 16, Hanna reaches a point of curiosity 
and self-sufficiency, ready to discover life outside 
the wilderness. She has one mission, kill agent 
Marissa, an old friend of Hanna’s father involved 
in a serious conspiracy. Never experiencing music 
or electricity and with the motto of “adapt or die,” Hanna (Ronan) 
makes her way around the world.
 A theme of kill or be killed takes precedent initially, but as 
Hanna grows and learns from interactions from new friends and 
enemies, she finds her father can only prepare her for so much. 
For the first time, she discovers the loud, hectic yet beautiful life 
that is worth living.
 The trailer created high expectations, and when I heard that Joe 
Wright was directing “Hanna,” I was sold. If it was going to be near-
ly as good as Wright’s other successful blockbusters “Atonement,” 
“Pride and Prejudice” and “The Soloist,” I would 
have been content. Now that I have seen “Hanna” 
I can safely say it is indeed as good. In fact, if I had 
to pick my favorite of his works, I would have to say 
“Hanna” takes the gold.
 Wright experimented with interesting and psy-
chedelic camera work, like turning the camera 360 
degrees in synchronization with the soundtrack. 
The music perfectly depicted the moments of 
weirdness and intensity. Without a well-selected 
soundtrack “Hanna” would have not been the epic 
thriller it is.   
 Ronan is incredible at age 19. She portrayed 
Hanna convincingly well. In moments of despair, 
confusion, delight and satisfaction I did not question for a second 
her skills as an upcoming actress. If Ronan can effectively depict 
a role such as Hanna, she can take on bigger, better roles and in 
turn win many Oscars for her accomplishments. Ronan is the next 
Meryl Streep or even Cate Blanchett.
 I always love Eric Bana even when he played Captain Nero in 
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 Drama, intrigue. Assassins, life or death choices, 
geishas, tyrants and monks. The movie “13 Assassins” 
looks to be a good action movie for those who fre-
quent them. As a fan of movies such as “Die Hard” 
and “Batman,” this movie seems promising.
 It’s set in China at some point in the age when 
Samurai rule the land, but one man is ruining the 
country’s peace. So a monk sets out to find 13 men 
willing to become assassins, and die to save that 
peace.
 The movie is in Chinese, so it’s a subtitle movie, 
which detracts, I think, from a bit of the action. You 
can’t watch an action movie and constantly be read-
ing subtitles.
 The best quote from the trailer is: “Thirteen, are 
you ready ... ready to die?” The scene turns to a 
fierce battle and it’s 200 men against 13. Can they 
make it? Can they survive? I bet this will be a very 
typical action movie. It will take your breath away 
during the action scenes, but the set-up will not be 
very good.
 The interesting thing about this movie, is that it is 
by no means a new movie. It came out at the end 
of March, but is being aired here at the end of April. 
The movie won’t come out until May in the United 
Kingdom.
 I pre-emptively give this movie a C+ because of the 
tired theme, the lack of interest drawn from the trailer 
and the subtitles. However, the detail seems good, 
and the history could be interesting.
– april.ashland@aggiemail.usu.edu
 If you could take “Twilight,” add some zombies and mix it 
with some “Ghostbusters” and “Buffy the Vampire Slayer,” you 
would have “Dead of Night.” Although the graphics seem to be 
lacking in the monsters department, the plot seems to be one of 
the most thrilling vampire-zombie-werewolf movies yet.
 The idea of zombies, vampires and werewolves living among 
us is a new twist on this whole scenario that I found particu-
larly amusing. Just like “Twilight” and “Buffy,” the vampires and 
werewolves live among humans, unbeknownst to them, but the 
zombies were a new one for me. I mean why not? Why can’t 
zombies live peacefully among us? Going to “body shops” to 
get “replacement parts” and only eating the brains of those 
deceased? I mean it’s just as plausible as a vampire falling in love 
with his lunch, thus clearly making it a “lunch date.”
 The hottie Brandon Routh as the main character just makes 
the whole movie. Unlike some that mingle with the vampires, 
this guy can really act. His character finds the zombies, were-
wolves or vampires and either stops them from destroying the 
city, or helps them realize they are no longer human. 
 Twisted with comedy, this movie appears to be a perfect fit 
for anyone into the whole vampire, werewolf, and/or zombies 
craze. Action-packed and with a lot of funny lines, it seems to 
have great character development, an epic plot line, and awe-









 Rewind to April, senior year of high school. 
Whether that’s one year ago, or nine years ago, you 
remember. You remember the glory, the beauty, the 
dazzling jewels and chic high-fashion. You remem-
ber the porch filled with rose petals and Hershey’s 
kisses, the sign that read “PROM?” You remember 
the answer – YES! (may vary according to reader). 
Just in case the sensational high school memories 
have slipped your mind somehow, Disney has come 
out with an all new movie bringing to life the night 
that was all about you and that special someone. A 
movie called “Prom.”
 “Prom” carries an ensemble cast of high school 
students, led by Aimee Teegarden of “Scream 4,” as 
they attempt to plan, execute and secure dates for 
the perfect prom night. There’s a perfectly matched 
would-be King and Queen; there’s the popular 
blond who finds herself falling for the bad boy who’s 
been assigned to prom planning as punishment for 
delinquent behavior and, of course, a gawky nerd 
desperately in search of a date. These complex char-
acters’ nights may end with a kiss or with tears, but 
they know it will all be worth it in the end. Because 
what would life be if you didn’t go to Prom?
 This movie is going to be totally inspirational. 
Despite what it looks like, “it’s not about a dance. 
It’s about who you are and who you’re going to be.” 
So, if you’re on your own journey of self-discovery, 
I recommend going to see this one, because we all 
know that’s what prom is all about.
– kmarshall222@gmail.com
‘Prom’
Book rich with timeless themes
 The first day of 2008, I read 
“The Secret Life of Bees.” The 
second day, I started reading 
“The Chronicles of Narnia” for 
the first time. I continued at 
this pace, reading from a list 
of books I thought I should 
eventually get through, until I 
had read 183 books – one for 
every two days of the year.
 Almost all the books I count 
among my favorites are the 
books I can hardly help but read, the books 
I devour in one sitting because I absolutely 
cannot put them down, cannot tear my eyes 
from the pages. “One Hundred Years of 
Solitude,” by Gabriel Garcia Marquez, isn’t 
like that.
 When I was reading at record pace, I was 
working as a nanny full-time in Pennsylvania, 
without the time constraints of school or 
jobs or extracurricular activities. Marquez’s 
Nobel-prize winning masterpiece was the 
first book I read when I returned to Logan in 
January 2009 to finish college.
 It took me about three months of reading, 
re-reading and deep thinking to finally put it 
back on the shelf, completed, and I count it 
among the most influential and meaningful 
books I have read.
 “One Hundred Years” explores many 
themes, two of the most prevalent for me 
being time and solitude. The 400-page-
plus novel winds through 100 years in the 
South American village of Macondo and 
the descendants if its founder, Jose Arcadio 
Buendia. Through times of war and peace, 
the village inhabitants live with the ups and 
downs of love, sex, crime, spirituality and the 
supernatural as they try to grasp onto that 
period between birth and death. There is a 
contrast between those seeking solitude and 
those trying to escape it.
 As I end my college career and graduate 
this year, along with many of you, time and 
solitude and the choices we make between 
birth and death are a subject of much reflec-
tion.
 The time I spent away from school, across 
the country, after my freshman year was a 
great lesson in solitude. 
 I didn’t have tangible access to friends 
or much opportunity to make new ones. I 
went to a lot of movies by myself, which I 
still enjoy, and did a lot of reading. I learned a 
lot about myself, and what I took away from 
it was a desire to continue to learn about 
myself, in solitude and in relation to other 
people. These relationships are a major 
focus in “100 years,”
 And many characters expe-
rience poignant losses – of 
their spouse, lover or friend, 
of their solitude or peace of 
mind – and cope in drasti-
cally different ways. Many of 
us cope with our own losses 
– of the way of life we’ve 
known for the last several 
years, of people or places – in 
different ways, but one of the 
things that has stuck with me for years since 
reading this book is the importance of how 
we use the time we have. The novel could be 
described as having two opposing theories 
on time: A linear, chronological outlook and 
a cyclic, history-repeats-itself outlook. 
 Whichever theme you prefer to explore 
or live by, are you making time for yourself 
and for the people and things that mean the 
most to you? We live in a time where war is 
all over the world and of relative peace in our 
own communities. Do we appreciate and 
take advantage of that?
 The reason this book took me so long to 
read was because every single word is worth 
reading, worth contemplating. It’s not just 
about the story being told but about the 
gems of wisdom within it. One critic said 
reading the book is like “aesthetic battle 
fatigue” because “every page is rammed 
full of life beyond the capacity of any single 
reader to absorb.”
 I agree 100 percent, but would argue that 
this is a strength. I probably need to read 
the book a couple more times to extract 
everything that can be of value to me. As 
the critic, Harold Bloom, said, “There are no 
wasted sentences, no mere transitions, in this 
novel, and you must notice everything at the 
moment you read it.”
 The books that win awards, be it the 
Newbery medal or the Novel literature prize, 
win them for a reason. Take the time to com-
pile a list of the books you feel compelled to 
read – eventually – and work through them 
at your own pace. Maybe it’s a a list of five, 
maybe it’s a list of 500. Make use of your 
time, your solitude and your local library, 
and make a habit of noticing everything the 
moment you read – or hear, or see – it.
– Chelsey Gensel enjoys science fiction, 
young adult and classic novels with a long 
list of favorites. Her column appears month-
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Review
nice because we offer a teacher for just 
about everything. It gives a good introduc-
tion for new teachers to have an already 
established area they can come to, rather 
than having to go out and fish for students,” 
she said. “To have a music school already 
established where the students come to you 
is wonderful.”
 “I think it makes the students feel more 
important,” said Johnson. “I taught in my 
home for years and it was great, but it was 
too easy for the parents to call and say 
‘aeeeh … soccer, I don’t feel like coming’. 
Here, they feel more important.”
 Music is not about talent, background or 
culture, Johnson said. It’s about passion.
 “If I had a dollar for every parent who 
came in and said their kid was a prodigy, 
you know how rich I’d be?” she said. “You 
cannot put a price on music education. They 
consistently come out with research that 
says ‘oh this works!’ but the best place to 
learn discipline is at a music lesson.”
– allee.evensen@aggiemail.usu.edu
Melody: Music lessons irreplaceable
      -continued from page 5
handsome actor playing characters as diverse as 
Henry from “Time Traveler’s Wife” to Clarke in 
“Funny People,” Bana proves to deliver in any 
role he chooses to take on. His father role is no 
different; maybe it is easier to play someone with 
the same name like Eric playing Erik.
 Cate Blanchett is breathtakingly talented. 
At first glance I had no idea that she was 
agent Marissa, the female, obsessive-compulsive 
antagonist. The bad guys that are actually bad 
gals sometimes come off as either a butch, dirty 
kind of villain or the sexy, scary kind.     However, 
agent Marissa looked normal, which somehow 
made it more gripping.
 Blanchett utilizing a perfect southern accent, 
red hair and a calm demeanor completed the 
film. Marissa is obviously troubled and slightly 
insane, characteristics that Blanchett applied 
astutely while not overdoing it.
 I would like to give a standing ovation to 
the leading roles for their superb performances 
– which is only but expected – as well as to the 
lesser supporting roles such as Tom Hollander 
and Jessica Barden. Each year the new upcom-
ing actors are getting younger and even more 
talented.
 If you remember Dakota Fanning, a young 
successful actress, she was all over Hollywood 
and people couldn’t stop raving about her. 
Though she is still an impeccable actress, it is nice 
to see some fresh faces like Jessica Barden, who 
played Hanna’s preppy friend, Sophie. Kudos to 
whoever was in charge of casting.
 There is one note that is less than positive I 
would like to make; though the storyline was 
intriguing and well-executed, I would have given 
Hanna more of life to experience. I would have 
liked to see her journey as a young girl out in the 
real world being depicted longer. There needed 
to be more of a journey in general. Other than 
that, there is nothing much to complain about.
 I have been making a mental list of the top 
movies I have seen thus far this year. Near the 
top of the list I have, “Limitless,” “Source Code” 
and “Hanna,” coincidentally the last three mov-
ies I have reviewed. “Hanna” was well-casted, 
well-directed, well-acted and down right an 
excellent film.
– Anike Pullens is a junior majoring in pub-
lic relations and minoring in sign language. 
She enjoys movies any day of the week. 
Her favorite food is chocolate chip mint ice 
cream. Anike can be contacted at Anike.pul-
lens@aggiemail.usu.edu.
Action: Movie could have had more  back story
      -continued from page 5
Pullens said. “There’s a big group of people who lis-
ten to and like that kind of music here at USU.”
 The reason the genre was picked, Pullens said, 
was because it was different from other events, like 
the Aggie Fest with Sean Kingston.
 “It’s a different feel than the top 40s scene so it 
will bring in different people and it’s family friendly 
and we have a lot of hipsters,” she said.
 The event has been put together in a little over 
a month. Allred said Pullens contacted the bands 
almost as soon as the idea was finalized.
 “We sat down and brainstormed the ideas for the 
bands, contacted them and all of them said yes,” he 
said.
 Pullens said the bands were all local, and she 
contacted most of them herself because she knew 
members or had been to performances before.
 Allred said he liked the idea of the music festival 
when it was brought up because it gives the radio 
station publicity and it’s also a fun activity that’s free 
and open to the public.
 “We will never charge for our events, because 
we’re here to do stuff for the students,” Allred said. 
“The only time we would is if we brought someone 
really big.”
 The way this can happen is if sponsors donate 
food and other things to the event. The bands that 
are coming need to be fed and he said he’s hoping 
that the local businesses will help out.
 “We’re not even paying the bands to do this,” 
Allred said. “The only money we’re putting out for 
bands is to pay for the travel fees of one band and 
we’ve completely undersold them. We’re getting a 
bargain.”
 Logan City Limits was the name coined by the 
Independent Music club, also involved in the festival. 
President of the club Amy Nguyen said the club is 
helping spread the word about the event and reaches 
about 400 members.
 Nguyen is a junior in anthropology and is play-
ing in the festival.
 “I’m really looking forward to playing outdoors, 
it’s my favorite thing,” Nguyen said.
 Allred said since Aggie Radio has finalized who 
is coming, they have received calls everyday about 
the event from bands asking to come play at the 
event, so the group has decided to hold another festi-
val in the fall.
 “The festival in the fall will be more of a festival,” 
Allred said. “There will be more bands, and hope-
fully an even bigger crowd. We are already planning 
it.”
 Pullens said the group is hoping to hold the 
festival in September or early October because 
the weather is still nice outside, rather than the 
unknown weather in April.
 “We still aren’t sure if it’s going to be good weath-
er, and that’s one of the reasons we want to do it in 
the fall while it’s still warm out,” she said.
 The festival this fall is also planned to have more 
types of music, and will branch out from pure “hip-
ster” music and will include folksy music, acoustic 
and even some pop, Pullens said.
 Saturday’s event is from 4-9 p.m. and will be held 
in the amphitheater if weather permits. In case of 
rain or stormy weather, the festival will be held in 
the TSC auditorium, located on the east side of the 
second floor. 
– april.ashland@aggiemail.usu.edu
Radio: Local bands featured at fest.
      -continued from page 5
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Filling Borel’s shoes a three-man arms race through spring
 The order is a tall one for 
the three players wearing 
red jerseys during football 
practices this spring. The 
job? Replace the player who 
is No. 2 in Utah State his-
tory in total offense, career 
passing yards and comple-
tions. The player who threw 
more touchdown passes 
than all but three other 
Aggies in history. The player 
who, despite being a quar-
terback, stands at No. 15 in 
USU history in career rush-
ing yards.
 On top of f illing the 
shoes of former quarter-
back Diondre Borel comes 
the task of dealing with 
the pressure and expecta-
tions for a season which 
everybody at Utah State 
hopes will see its f irst visit 
to a bowl game in nearly a 
decade-and-a-half.
 Enter the trio of Adam 
Kennedy, Jeremy Higgins 
and Alex Hart.
 One is a highly touted 
junior college transfer 
brought in with the inten-
tion of immediately com-
peting for the starting job, 
another was last season’s 
backup quarterback, seeing 
only limited action through-
out the year, and the other 
spent last fall as a redshirt 
player a year after shattering 
a handful of passing records 
in the State of Utah.
 All three entered this 
spring on equal ground 
competing for the start-
ing quarterback position 
when Utah State takes the 
field against the defending 
national champion Auburn 
Tigers Sept. 3.
 Despite third-year head 
coach Gary Andersen hop-
ing to name a starter by the 
end of spring practices, as of 
a Monday scrimmage, that 
no longer appears to be an 
option.
 “It’s still wide open,” 
Andersen said of the quar-
terback race. “I don’t really 
forsee that taking place as 
we go through spring foot-
ball.”
 That lack of certainty 
isn’t all too bad of a thing 
though as the competition 
will remain heated long 
after the team wraps up 
spring football practices 
this weekend. And accord-
ing to offensive coordinator 
Dave Baldwin, the indeci-
sion appears to be due more 
to more players excelling 
with their play rather than a 
failure for one to stand out.
 “It’s been a real good 
spring,” Baldwin said. “It’s 
hard to evaluate three at the 
same time, to give three reps 
and yet I think all three have 
progressed and done some 
really nice things.”
 One of the changes to the 
quarterback position this 
year will be running much 
more of the offense from 
under-center rather than 
out of shotgun formations. 
Rather than hope for plays 
made by the quarterback on 
his feet like USU has seen 
the past three years from 
Borel, Baldwin is hoping for 
a player who is able to take 
care of the ball and mini-
mize mistakes while distrib-
uting the ball around to any 
of the other myriad of weap-
ons at Baldwin’s disposal.
 “Sometimes it’s the quar-
terback that takes care of 
the ball rather than makes 
the big play,” Baldwin said. 
“If you take care of it and 
we can hand off to (Robert) 
Turbin and Joe Hill and 
Kerwynn (Williams), and 
then play some catch, we’re 
in good shape. Everybody 
thinks quarterback is about 
arm strength and you can 
throw and all those things. 
Quarterback is about leader-
ship, directing an offense 
and doing the right thing.”
 With only one player 
out of the three having 
ever taken a snap at the 
Division-I level, breaking in 
a new quarterback to a team 
loaded with veteran play-
makers on offense has been 
a work in progress through-
out the spring for another 
member of the team who is 
doing some breaking in of 
his own, new quarterbacks 
coach Matt Wells.
 “I think we’ve progressed 
each day in different areas, 
and a lot of times, not as 
fast as I’d like,” Wells said. 
“I think we’ve gotten bet-
ter in knowing the offense, 
knowing our protections, 
knowing where our reads 
are, where the ball goes and 
then again we’re learning 
how to practice and having a 
sense of urgency.”
 That sense of urgency 
is one thing Kennedy said 
has been a challenge that 
can allow one guy to stand 
out during certain drills in 
practice.
 “I think you can see it 
during the two-minute 
drill,” Kennedy said. “Two-
minute drill is where people 
get exposed because it’s 
quick. Either you know what 
you’re doing or you don’t. 
There’s no time to turn 
around and ask coaches or 
ask your teammates what 
happens.”
 Kennedy, a junior college 
transfer from San Joaquin 
Delta College in California, 
took the bulk of the snaps 
at quarterback during 
Monday’s scrimmage. He 
comes to Utah State a year 
after completing 65 per-
cent of his passes for 1,767 
yards and 15 touchdowns en 
route to earning team MVP 
honors along with being 
named first-team all-Valley 
Conference.
 Next in line under center 
was Hart, a redshirt fresh-
man who was beat out for 
backup duties to Borel last 
fall by Higgins. Hart’s high 
school career was about 
as decorated as any other 
quarterback to ever play in 
the State of Utah. During 
his senior year at Jordan 
High School in Sandy, Hart 
set single season records in 
passing yards and comple-
THREE UTAH STATE QUARTERBACKS, junior Adam Kennedy (left), freshman Alex Hart (middle) and sophomore Jeremy Higgins are battling one another for the starting quarterback job next season. 
Despite wanting to name a starter by the end of spring, head coach Gary Andersen has said that the forcast as to who will end up on top of that competition is still cloudy. STERLING BOIN photos
By MATT SONNENBERG
sports editor
-See LEADERS, page 9
Three pitchers combine for a 3-0 shutout at Idaho State
 Three pitchers combined for a 
two-hit shutout as the Utah State 
softball team defeated Idaho State, 
3-0, Wednesday in Chubbuck, Idaho. 
The Aggies took on the rain and wind 
along with the Bengals as USU dealt 
with rain off and on all game.
 The win was the first of the season 
against Idaho State as the Bengals 
defeated the Aggies in Logan on April 
13 and in Tucson on March 5.
 Utah State has now won two-
straight games and three of their last 
four game. The Aggies improve to 
10-35 overall, while the Bengals fall to 
7-28 with the loss.
 Freshman infielder Kassy Uchida 
started the first inning with a single 
to short left field. After a strikeout 
by senior catcher Shasta Tyteca, 
Freshman outfielder Krista Bava was 
hit by a pitch to put runners on first 
and second with one out. Sophomore 
designated player Tina Ferguson 
moved both runners along a base 
with a sacrifice bunt, but starting 
pitcher Amanda Fitzsimmons was 
able to retire Allison Lenzora to end 
the inning.
 The Aggies left two on in the top 
of the second as well on a single by 
senior outfielder Megan McDonald 
and a walk by junior infielder Tatem 
Day. Once again, Fitzsimmons was 
able to get out of the jam without as 
run crossing the plate.
 Sophomore Mandy Harmon 
replaced Shelbi Tyteca in the circle in 
the top of the fourth inning. Tyteca 
allowed only one hit in her three 
innings of work, while striking out 
two.
 Through the first five innings, 
Utah State left at least one runner on 
base each inning for a total of seven. 
Shasta Tyteca was left on base twice, 
with a hit in the third and a base hit 
in the fifth.
 The Aggies broke through the cold 
and Fitzsimmmons to score one run 
in the top of the sixth inning. With 
two outs, senior outfielder Joreigh 
Landers reached on an infield single 
to start the rally. Junior infielder 
Ashley Ventura came up big with a 
double to deep left center that would 
score Landers from first base and give 
Utah State the 1-0 lead. After fight-
ing the conditions and the pitching of 
Fitzsimmons, the Aggies were finally 
able to break through. Ventura leads 
the team with 17 RBI this season. She 
ended the game going 2-for-3 with 
one RBI.
 Utah State added two more insur-
ance runs in the top of the seventh 
inning to seal the win. With one 
out, freshman infielder Samantha 
Miller was hit by a pitch. Pinch hit-
ter Lindsey Marquez then launched 
a home run to left field to give Utah 
State the 3-0 lead. The home run was 
the third of the season for Marquez.
 Junior Dani Chaplin came in to 
close out the game in the bottom of 
the seventh inning. Chaplin plowed 
right through the Bengal line up to 
earn her first save of the season.
 Harmon improves to 7-20 in the 
win, striking out four Bengals in her 
three innings of work.
 Following the game with the 
Bengals, USU will host second-place 
Fresno State in a three-game Western 
Athletic Conference series, beginning 
with a doubleheader on Friday, April 
22 at 1 p.m. The teams will conclude 
the series with a single game on 
Saturday, April 23 at 12 p.m. prior 
to the Aggie football team’s annual 
Spring Game at 2 p.m. at Merlin 
Olsen Field at Romney Stadium. 
Following the games this week, Utah 
State will host in-state rival Utah 
on Tuesday, April 26 at 3 p.m. The 
Aggies will then travel to Nevada for a 
three-game series with the Wolf Pack 
April 29-30.
BY USU ATHLETICS
UTAH STATE PITCHER DANI CHAPLIN winds up for a pitch during a home 
softball game earlier this season against New Mexico State. Chaplin pitched the final 
inning Wednesday to earn a save for Utah State, combining with pitchers Shelbi Tyteca 




 Utah State men’s tennis 
could not cage Weber State 
on Thursday in Ogden, as the 
Wildcats were able to defeat 
the Aggies, 5-2. The Aggies 
have gone 4-6 in their last 
10 matches and will look to 
rebound as they prepare for 
the upcoming Western Athletic 
Conference Championships, 
that begins on Friday, April 29, 
in Boise, Idaho. 
 Utah State battled hard 
early in doubles action, in 
the third position seniors 
Jakob Asplund and Nikita 
Ryashchenko were able to 
capture an 8-2, win. Weber 
State would take the final two 
doubles matches to secure the 
opening point and put USU in 
an early hole. 
 Singles action was high-
lighted with three of the six 
matchups going into a third set 
as both teams battled to gain 
to the upper hand. In the No. 2 
slot for the Aggies was Asplund 
who was down early after 
dropping the opening set, 6-3, 
to Landon Barlow. Asplund 
would respond in the second 
set with a hard fought, 7-6 win 
that evened up the match and 
forced a tie-breaking third set. 
Asplund took control early in 
BY USU ATHLETICS
-See SLUMP, page 9
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 Ah, finally, the playoffs 
are here. After six months 
of regular season action, 
fans finally get to kick back 
and watch the awesome 
spectacle that is the post-
season. The playoffs, as 
usual, have already brought 
some great moments, and 
with so much action left to go, I’ll give you my top five 
things to watch for this postseason.
 1 – Derrick Rose. Need I say more? Rose had a stel-
lar season, averaging 25 points and 7.7 assists while 
leading the Bulls to a league best 62-20 record. In his 
first game against the Pacers, Rose dropped 39 and 
then followed that up with 36 points in game two, both 
times pretty much single-handedly leading the Bulls to 
victory. But besides all that, Rose is just soooooo fun 
to watch. The kid can jump out of the gym, he’s got a 
first step like nobody else in the league and when you 
combine that with his killer cross over and improved 
jump shot, he is nearly unstoppable. It might be a little 
blasphemous to say, but with how he’s been playing, 
comparisons to a certain former Bulls player, number 
23 I believe he was, might not be too far off.
 2 – Oklahoma City and Denver. This could be 
one of the better first round match-ups. On one hand 
you’ve got Denver, who since the Carmelo Anthony 
trade have been really good and have been surpris-
ing quite a few people. Then on the other hand you 
got the Thunder, a team that nobody really wants to 
face with its two headed monster of Kevin Durant and 
Russell Westbrook. So who wins? A team with a bunch 
of really talented players, or a team with two superstars 
and a bunch of not quite as talented role players? Well, 
I guess that’s what makes it fun to watch.
 3 – The Miami big three. How could they be 
excluded after all the hype they received this season? 
But see this as the proving ground. This is where they 
potentially turn skeptics into believers and haters into… 
even bigger haters. The performance of the big three 
is easily one of the top stories in these playoffs. Will 
they turn on the jets and blow past everybody on their 
way to a championship, or will they struggle and flop 
in the early rounds? Well, after watching their first two 
games, especially game two, I’ve got to go with the for-
mer option. In game two against Philadelphia, LeBron 
James scored as many points as all of the Sixers starters 
combined and the Heat played really good basketball, 
stomping Philly by 21. Personally, I think these three 
guys are all going to crank it up to the next level, and 
this could be a deep run for the Heat.
 4 – How good is Boston? This past month, there has 
been a lot of talk surrounding the Celtics. Just before 
the trade deadline, GM Danny Ainge pulled the trig-
ger on a deal that sent center Kendrick Perkins to the 
Thunder for forward Jeff Green. The move has been 
highly criticized, and for good reason. Without Perkins, 
who’s going to play center for the C’s? Shaq? Um, he’s 
almost 40. Jermaine O’Neal? Only as long as the other 
team promises not to breathe on him or he might get 
hurt. Nenad Krstic? Wait, who? Without Perkins, some 
of that Celtic chemistry is lost, and I’m not sure they can 
get past that. Their first two games against the Knicks 
were case in point, as both were nail biters, not a good 
sign especially since they were in Boston. With Boston’s 
big three aging (Garnett – 34, Pierce – 33, Allen – 35), 
the Celtics might have trouble recreating their usual 
playoff magic.
 5 – What about Memphis? In that same vein as 
Boston, how good are the Grizzlies? Well, actually 
pretty good. Good enough to get their first-ever playoff 
win against the Spurs in game one of their series, and 
I think good enough to maybe even win their first-ever 
series. Zach Randolph was a beast down low, averaging 
20 and 12 during the regular season and continued that 
in game one of the playoffs. The Grizz also have Shane 
Battier, a lockdown defender, and other key role players 
like Marc Gasol, Mike Conley and O.J. Mayo. Memphis 
is missing Rudy Gay, its second leading scorer, but I still 
find this match-up intriguing. The Spurs are aging fast 
and going up against a young team like the Grizzlies 
might be a recipe for an upset.
 With the games underway, the journey has begun, 
so turn on the TV, kick back, and get ready to say “Holy 
crap, did you see that?!” more than once, because 
that’s the magic of the playoffs.
Mark Israelsen is a freshman majoring in mechanical 
engineering. He has also been a lifelong fan of the 
Utah Jazz. He can be reached at mark.israelsen@aggi-
email.usu.edu





tions for the State of Utah, 
while throwing 46 touch-
downs, the second best 
single-season total ever. His 
average of more than 370 
passing yards per game as a 
senior shattered the previ-
ous record by more than 50 
yards per game. Hart also 
tied a national record by 
once throwing eight touch-
downs in a single half of 
football.
 The odd man out of what 
Baldwin said has become 
now a two-man race was 
Higgins, the lone player of 
the three quarterbacks who 
has taken the field for Utah 
State. Higgins completed 
4-of-6 passes for 22 yards in 
two games of action.
 However the depth chart 
may read at this point, the 
battle is ongoing, and it’s 
one that Hart believes is 
more of each player trying 
to improve their own play 
for the sake of the team 
rather than just to best their 
competition at quarterback.
 “We’re all just trying to 
be the best that we can,” 
Hart said. “When we learn 
the offense, the cream rises. 
If we just are comfortable 
with the offense, then good 
things will happen.”
 Kennedy echoed the 
importance of knowing the 
offense inside and out as a 
key role for whoever ends up 
starting at quarterback next 
season.
 “You’ve got to learn 
every play,” Kennedy said. 
“There’s no doubt about it 
that I have a lot to learn. 
Focusing on every single 
play is going to be a huge 
part of retaining this posi-
tion.”
 With the race stretching 
itself to fall camp, plenty 
of opportunities will be 
available for any of the cur-
rent three, as well as the 
wild card of highly touted 
incoming freshman Chuckie 
Keeton, to take the reigns 
of the USU offense. For now 
though, Saturday’s spring 
football game stands as one 
final chance for each quar-
terback to make a lasting 
impression on the coaching 
staff before fall camp opens 
in August.
 The spring football game 
will be held Saturday at 2 
p.m. at Romney Stadium.
– matt.sonn@aggiemail.usu.
edu
Women’s tennis handles 
Weber State with 5-2 win
USU’s KRISTINA VOYTSEKHOVICH slams a volley during a 
home tennis match earlier this season.  Voytsekhovich dominated No. 
3 singles Wednesday with a 6-0, 6-1 win over Weber State’s Annika 
Karlsen as part of a 5-2 team victory for USU. CARL R. WILSON photo
 Utah State women’s tennis 
team posted its second win of the 
season over in-state foe Weber 
State on Wednesday, 5-2, which 
is the identical score of the match 
the two teams played on March 
1. The Aggies are now 10-7 on 
the season and are 5-4 in road 
matches. 
 Wednesday was the final 
scheduled match of the season 
for USU, as the team has yet to 
announce when  it will face Idaho 
State in a match that was post-
poned earlier this week. 
 Utah State put early pressure 
on the Wildcats in doubles action, 
as USU was able to sweep all three 
doubles matches to capture the 
opening point of the match. In the 
second position for the Aggies, 
sophomore Jaclyn West and 
junior Kristina Voytsekhovich 
put on an impressive showing as 
they were able to only surrender 
a single game en route to an 8-1 
win. Also winning for Utah State 
was senior Hailey Swenson and 
junior Romina Nedakovic as well 
as senior Taylor Perry and junior 
Julie Tukuafu in the three posi-
tion. 
 USU would not be slowed by 
Weber State in singles play, as 
Swenson put together another 
impressive outing as she was 
able to defeat Brittany Moore, 
6-2, 6-1, and capture her team-
high 13 win of the season. In the 
No. 3 position for the Aggies, 
was Voytsekhovich who made 
quick work of Annika Karlesen 
in a straight set win, where 
Voytsekhovich only allowed one 
game to Karlsen, 6-0, 6-1. 
 Tukuafu provided the high-
light of the night for Utah State 
as she battled back to a win after 
dropping her opening set, 6-3 to 
Weber’s Kristi Russell. In the sec-
ond set, Tukuafu responded with 
a shutout of Russell, 6-0, to force 
a super tie breaking third set. 
Tukuafu had to battle for every 
point in the tiebreaker as Russell 
would not surrender to Tukuafu, 
Russell pushed Tukuafu late into 
the final set before Tukuafu took 
control and sealed the comeback 
with a 10-8 super tie-break win.
 USU will begin to prepare for 
the three-day Western Athletic 
Conference Championships, that 
begin on April 27, in Boise, Idaho. 
The Aggies have yet to win a WAC 
match this season, 0-5, but will 
look to make some noise in the 
tournament. Seeding in the tour-
nament will be announced by the 
WAC office early next week.
BY USU ATHLETICS
the super tie-breaker and could not be slowed, earning, 10-4 third 
set win that captured the first point of the match for Utah State. 
 Senior Bryan Marchant took an early advantage over Weber 
State’s Peter Ramstromer Pello, after capturing the opening set, 6-
2. Marchant could not close out Ramstromer Pello in the second, 
as he dropped the second set, 7-6. That set up, yet again, another 
third set showdown. Marchant was determined and would not be 
denied by Ramstromer Pello in the super tie-breaker as Marchant 
won the tie-breaker, 10-5. Marchant and Asplund were the only 
players for USU able to secure a point against the ferocious 
Wildcats.
 The highlight of the afternoon came at the fifth position of 
singles play, where senior Alex Thatcher found himself locked in 
a frenzied three-set thriller, against Weber State’s Dave Hintze. 
Hintze and Thatcher came out with guns blazing, as the two 
traded points late into the opening set, but Hintze gained the late 
advantage to take the opening set, 7-6. Thatcher would respond in 
the second with an impressive, 6-4 second set win to force a decid-
ing third set. 
 The action was just getting started between Thatcher and 
Hintze, as neither player would relent or allow the other to gain 
an advantage. Neither could earn the advantage as action pressed 
passed the 10-point threshold, trading point for point and forc-
ing the action relentlessly onward. Thatcher would blink first, as 
Hintze scored the final point to secure a, 16-14 win over Thatcher. 
 The Aggies will look to their four experienced seniors to lead 
them into the WAC Championships on April 29, in Boise, Idaho. 
USU has posted a 2-4 WAC record, which is currently fourth in 
the conference standings. The brackets for the tournament will be 
announced by the conference next week.
Slump: Aggies slipping late
   -continued from page 8
Leaders: QBs to take starting battle into fall   
 -continued from page 3
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 Today’s Puzzle Answers
54 N. Main St. Smithfield
GRADUATION...
Reservations Recommended 435-563-9179
Open May 7th @ NOON
PATIO IS OPEN-EXTENSIVE BEER & WINE MENU
    2297 North Main, Logan 
753-6444
Open Sun-Fri at 3:45  |  Saturday 11:30 for Matinees
All But Dead • sarah.a@aggiemail.usu.edu
Breaking the Mold • Kenneth.Locke@aggiemail.usu.edu
Bound & Gagged • Dana Summers
Rhymes with Orange • Hilary Price
Pearls Before Swine • Steve Pastis
Dilbert • Scott Adams
TimeOutFriday, April 22, 2011
Loose Parts • Dave BlazekFriends by Default • Trevor.Stewart@aggiemail.usu.edu
Page 11
Out on a Limb • Kopervas
1400 NORTH 
 STORAGE
Eliminate the stress and cost of moving.
Keep your stuff in storage!
Students!Are you moving away?
call  435-753-5072 for more information.
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Aggie Radio presents LOGAN 
CITY LIMITS (Music Festival) 
April 23 4-9 p.m. At the Old 
Main Amphitheater Featuring: 
Toy Bombs, The Neighbors, 
Buffalo, Libbie Linton, Marny 
Proudfit, Water and Walls, 
A Sometimes Army, The 
Mountain Lost and Karlie 
McKinnon. Admission is FREE! 
For more information visit 
www.radio.usu.edu.
The Registrar’s office would like 
to remind everyone that April 
22 is OPEN registration begins 
for fall 2011 semester.
HURD Bowl!! Sign up at the 
TSC info booth or HPER build-
ing and come on April 23 and 
play! Starts at 9 a.m. and goes 
until the USU spring game that 
afternoon! Ten players max 
per team! Get coached by USU 
football players! Get prizes and 
come have fun!
Come to “About a Girl: It’s 
Complicated” presented by the 
USU Women’s Choir April 22 
at 7:30 p.m. in the Performance 
Hall. Tickets are $8 for adults 
and $5 for students.
Come to the Symphony 
Orchestra Concerto Evening 
April 27 at 7:30 p.m. in the Kent 
Concert Hall. Tickets are $8 gen-
eral admission and free for USU 
students w/ID.
Do you have an old cell phone 
laying around at home? DVD’s 
you don’t want anymore? Or any 
old electronics? Bring them to 
A-Day on the Quad and drop 
them off at the USU Recycling 
Center booth. Celebrate Earth 
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More Calendar and FYI 
listings, Interactive Calendar 











You need to know....
- Open Registration
- Interior Design Senior Exhibit, 
Tippetts, 10-4 p.m.
- Uintah Basin Campus Research Day, 
all day
- Japanese Food Cook-out, Quad, 11 a.m.
- Books & Buddies, 3 - 5 p.m. 
Environmental Observatory Ribbon-
Cutting, 1 p.m.
- Softball vs. Fresno State, 1 and 3 p.m.
- Vegan News Movie Night, TSC 
Auditorium, 5 p.m.
- Women’s Choir ‘About a Girl’ concert, 
Performance Hall, 7:30 p.m.
- The Three Musketeers, Morgan 
Theatre, 7:30 p.m.Auditorium, 5 p.m.
- True Aggie Night, Old Main, 11:55 p.m.
- Math and Stats Tutoring, TSC, all 
day
- Interior Design Senior Exhibit, 
Tippetts, 10-4 p.m.
- U.S. Army Field Band & Soldiers’ 
Chorus, Kent Conert Hall 
- 2Cure Cancer - 5k Walk/run & 20K 
Bike Tour, 8:30
- The HURD Bowl, Romney Stadium, 
9 a.m.
- Music Festival, 4 p.m.
- The Three Musketeers, Morgan 
Theatre, 7:30 p.m.
- American Festival ‘Elijah’, Kent 
Concert Hall, 7:30 p.m.
Today’s Issue
Today is Friday, April 
22, 2011. Today’s issue 
of The Utah Statesman 
is published especially 
for Katie Martin, a 
senior majoring in 
human movement sci-
ence from Poolesville, 
Md.
Weather
High: 48° Low: 32°
Skies: Mostly sunny.
Today in History: In 
1970 Earth Day, an 
event to increase pub-
lic awareness of the 
world’s environmental 
problems, is celebrat-
ed in the United States 
for the first time. 
Millions of Americans, 
including students 
from thousands of col-
leges and universities, 




 Music Theatre West is holding 
auditions for their September pro-
duction of Annie on April 27 (for 
the role of Annie and the orphans) 
and 28 (for all other roles). Prepare 
a one-minute song and come 
dressed to dance! Auditions begin 
at 6:00 pm both evenings. For more 
info visit musictheatrewest.org. 
 Come to Winnie the Pooh at 
7:30 p.m. April 28-30 with a 2 p.m. 
matinee on April 30 at the Caine 
Lyric Theatre in Logan. Tickets are 
$10 for adults and $3 for youth 3-13.
 On April 22 at Noon on the 
Quad, the Utah State University 
Pagan Alliance (USUPA) will be 
leading an Earth Day Unity Ritual 
open to all. The USUPA feels it is 
important to offer a ritual of unity 
on Earth Day and on A-day, to help 
students come together under a 
combined cause of caring for the 
world around us. This is a non-reli-
gious rite celebrating our awareness 
of and gratitude for the wonderful 
planet one which we live. Copies 
of the ritual are posted at http://
usupa.org/ and the group welcomes 
any questions.
 On Saturday, April 30, the 
Logan University 7th stake will 
be hosting a community garage 
sale at Lee’s Marketplace in Logan 
(600 E. 1400 North) from 7 a.m. to 
12 p.m. All money raised will go 
toward the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saint’s humanitarian 
fund to support the victims of the 
Japan Earthquake and Tsunami. 
Donations are accepted the week 
before the event at the church at 
1490 North 400 East from 5-9 p.m. 
and the morning of the event, or 
the morning of the event, before it 
begins. Everyone is encouraged to 
come donate items and/or purchase 
items at the garage sale.
 Local easy listening group “ 
City Heat,” featuring Bill Gabriel on 
guitar, performs each Wednesday at 
6:30 p.m. at Pier 49 San Francisco 
Style Sourdough Pizza, located on 
1200 South across the street north 
of Maceys.  Everyone is welcome.
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There’s an APP for that!
News feed for Campus News? More info about local 
businesses? Perks, like coupons, discounts & stuff?
Download the FREE iPhone app for one-
touch access to updated campus news 
and videos. You can also check for local 
businesses and pinpoint their location, 
specials, phone #s and more. Easy to 
find. Just search the app store, keyword 
“Utah Statesman!”
